
Third Sunday of Lent – Year A readings 
 

What strikes me about the woman at the well is how 
complicated her life has become.  Standard practice, for 
example, was for the women of a village to go to the water 
source first thing in the morning, before it got hot, but also to 
provide one another with support and protection, and then go 
about the business of the day. 

This Samaritan woman arrives at Jacob’s well, alone and 
vulnerable to the fate of who might be there when she arrived.  
Since the well was outside of town, such an act could have 
been fraught with peril. 

One of the reasons she is alone is that her reputation among 
the other women of the village has been damaged.  She admits 
that she has had five husbands and the one she is currently 
with is not her husband.  No doubt other women of the village 
looked askance at that and preferred to keep their distance. 

She gives every impression of being bowed down by the weight 
of her life.  Having to carry a jar full of water from the well back 
to her home in the heat of the day is symbolic of so much more 
than a simple daily task. 

Jesus’ conversation with her quickly moves in the direction of 
relief of her sufferings.  He offers her living water, and while it 
takes a while for her to pick up on what that means, the image 
itself is an invitation to escape from the drudgery her life has 
become.   
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And Jesus does not disappoint.  By the end of the conversation, 
she has forgotten all about her water jar.  She leaves it at the 
well so that she can hurry and tell the others about the person 
she has encountered there.   

Her account must have been quite compelling because in spite 
of her reputation and her position on the margins of their 
community, they listen to her and are convinced that they, too, 
should make their way to the well to see this person who could 
be the Messiah. 

Apparently, their lives also are burdened by the complications 
that arise over time and threaten to rob us of joy.  They could 
use some living water themselves, even though their water jars 
have been filled in proper order. 

One of the great blessings of parish life for me is to see our 
young people grow in their faith.  It borders on astounding at 
times how seriously they take their relationship with Jesus and 
how willing they are to give it top priority.  We have young 
people in our parish who are drinking regularly from the living 
waters of salvation, the love of God poured out in their hearts, 
as St. Paul puts it.  

They accept whole-heartedly the message of salvation and the 
teachings of our faith about the goodness and mercy of God.  
For them the life of faith is still simple and has lost nothing of 
its compelling character. 
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In our jadedness we might be inclined to respond to that reality 
with something like, “They’ll learn.  Life is a lot more 
complicated than that.”  Or “Of course they can do that.  What 
do they have to worry about that would get in the way?” 

On the other hand, we cannot overlook the fact that the faith 
life they are developing is exactly what God has in mind for 
them, and that the living waters they are enjoying, the life of 
the Spirit that is enlivening them and transforming them 
already now into the children of God,  is what God intends for 
them, pure and simple. 

What their innocent witness might be calling for from us is not 
a jaded response or a sense of defeat, but a re-examination of 
just how necessary all the complications of our lives really are, 
and how much of all that could simply be an attempt to work 
around the call to conversion, which would pull us away from 
the protective traps we’ve constructed and toward something 
more unencumbered and capable of responding more fully to 
the grace-filled life God is offering to us. 

In spite of all the obstacles the encounter at the well could have 
presented to Jesus to reach out to this person he had never 
met, and from appearances at least, had so little in common 
with.  He keeps the encounter simple, and the invitation 
focused.  He offers living water and, from his side, is not putting 
anything in the way of the offer being accepted.   
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In fact, when the woman does so and runs off to tell the others, 
Jesus acknowledges that he has been fulfilled, too.  It is food for 
him to bring others to the knowledge of God, and God’s love 
and mercy. 

Nothing has change that would keep Jesus from a similar 
encounter with us today.  It’s still what motivates him.  Can we 
step out of our complicated lives long enough to get an idea of 
what he’s offering and how it would address so much of what 
we have tried to construct for ourselves with a much simpler 
design and so much greater freedom?   

“Unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.”  He said that, because he knows how it 
works, and wants us to be able to receive what God has in store 
for us without anything getting in the way. 


